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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-31 have been examined. Application 10/680,609 (INFORMATION 
PROVIDING SYSTEM AND METHOD AND INFORMATION RECORDED MEDIUM SO 
ON) has a filing date 10/06/2003 and foreign priority 10/09/2002. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Abecassis (US 2001/0041053). 

Claim 1 , Abecassis teaches: 

An information providing system, comprising: 

an information providing apparatus for providing information via a network, and 
an information reproducing apparatus which can have access to the information 
providing apparatus via the network and has an information reproducing device for 
reproducing program information recorded on a recording medium, 
wherein the information reproducing apparatus comprises: 

an identification information acquiring device which acquires identification 
information corresponding to the program information recorded on the recording 
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medium, an identification information transmitting device which transmits the acquired 
identification information to the information providing apparatus via the network when 
the program information recorded on the recording medium is reproduced (see 
paragraph 245), 

a related information receiving device which receives related information 
composed of at least any one of accompanied information related the program 
information and advertisement information related the program information or the 
accompanied information via the network, the related information being transmitted from 
the information providing apparatus according to the identification information (see 
paragraph 242), and 

a user presenting device which presents the related information to a user when 
the program information is reproduced (see paragraph 242), and 
the information providing apparatus comprises: 

an identification information receiving device which receives the identification 
information transmitted from the information reproducing apparatus via the network, 
a related information acquiring device which acquires the related information composed 
of at least any one of the accompanied information and the advertisement information 
based on the identification information (see paragraph 245), and 

a related information transmitting device which transmits the related information 
to the information reproducing apparatus via the network (see paragraph 251). 

Claim 2, Abecassis teaches: 
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wherein the information reproducing apparatus comprises an 
information recording device which reproduces the program 
information recorded on the recording medium and records the 
program information on another recording medium (see paragraph 272). 

Claim 3, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the recording medium is a detachable recording medium occupied by 
the user (see paragraph 272). 

Claim 4, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the information reproducing apparatus further comprises 
a related information storing device which matches the related 
information with the identification information and stores the 
related information and the identification information in a 
memory (See paragraph 245). 

Claim 5, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the identification information transmitting device decides whether or not 
the related information matched with the identification information is stored in the 
memory, if it is decided that the related information is stored the identification 
information transmitting device acquires the related information 
matched with the identification information from the memory 
without transmitting the identification information (see paragraph 245), and 

the user presenting device presents the related information to the user when the 
program information is reproduced (see paragraph 245). 
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Claim 6, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the information reproducing apparatus further comprises a selecting 
instruction receiving device which receives an instruction to select desired related 
information to be presented from the user (see paragraph 257), and 

the user presenting device presents the selected related 
information to the user when the program information is reproduced (see paragraph 
281). 

Claim 7, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the information providing apparatus further comprises a related 
information selecting device which selects related 

information to be acquired or transmitted according to the 
identification information (see paragraph 303), and 

the related information transmitting device transmits 
the related information selected by the related information 
selecting device to the information reproducing apparatus (see paragraph 303). 

Claim 8, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the information providing apparatus further comprises 
a user information managing device which manages user information 
for each user of the information reproducing apparatus, 
the user information managing device updates the user 
information based on the identification information every time 
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the identification information is transmitted from the 
information reproducing apparatus (see paragraph 245), and 

the related information acquiring device acquires the 
advertisement information matching with the user information (see paragraph 5). 

Claim 9, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the user presenting device displays the accompanied 
information and the advertisement information on the same screen to present the 
accompanied information and the advertisement information to the user (see paragraph 
35). 

Claim 10, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the accompanied information includes at least any one piece of data 
about a jacket photograph stored in a package of the recording medium, a photograph 
printed on a booklet lyrics, a liner note, music information, artist information, and label 
information (see paragraph 88). 

Claim 1 1 , Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the information providing apparatus is constituted of 
an information providing service server and a contents server, the information providing 
service server comprises the identification information receiving device and transmits 
the identification information received by the identification information receiving device 
to the contents server via a communication means, the contents server comprises the 
related information acquiring device, the related information transmitting device, and a 
related information database for storing the related information and receives the 
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identification information transmitted from the information providing service server, the 
related information acquiring device acquires the related information from the related 
information database based on the identification information, and the related information 
transmitting device transmits the related information to the 
information reproducing/recording apparatus or the information reproducing/recording 
apparatus via the network (see paragraphs 242-245). 
Claim 1 2, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the information reproducing apparatus comprises: 
a memory for storing the related information composed of at least one of the 
accompanied information related the program information and the advertisement 
information related the program information or the accompanied information, 
a presentation permission request information transmitting device which transmits 
presentation permission request information to the information providing apparatus via 
the network when the program information recorded on the recording 
medium is reproduced, the presentation permission request 
information indicating a request to permit presentation of the related information 
corresponding to the program information (See paragraphs 242-245), and 

a presentation permission information receiving device 
which receives presentation permission information via the network when the 
presentation permission information indicating permission to present the related 
information is transmitted from the information providing apparatus, the user presenting 
device reads, from the memory, the related information corresponding to permission for 
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presentation indicated by the presentation permission information and presents 
the related information to the user when the program information is reproduced (See 
paragraph 243), and 

the information providing apparatus comprises: 

a presentation permission request information receiving device which receives 
the presentation permission request information transmitted from the information 
reproducing apparatus, a presentation permission deciding device which decides 
whether or not presentation of the related information should be permitted based on the 
presentation permission request information (see paragraph 243), and 

a presentation permission information transmitting device which transmits the 
presentation permission information to the information reproducing apparatus via the 
network if it is decided that the presentation should be permitted (see paragraph 243). 

Claim 1 3, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the memory stores presentation permission confirming period 
information or presentation permission confirming due date information about the 
related information (see paragraph 117) 

the information reproducing apparatus further comprises 
a transmission deciding device which decides whether or not the 
presentation permission request information should be transmitted to the information 
providing apparatus based on the presentation permission confirming period information 
or presentation permission confirming due date information (see paragraph 117), and 
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the presentation permission request information transmitting device transmits the 
presentation permission request information to the information providing apparatus via 
the network if it is decided that the presentation permission request information should 
be transmitted to the information providing apparatus (see paragraph 243). 

Claim 14, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the presentation permission confirming period information or 
presentation permission confirming due date information is attached to the related 
information and is transmitted from the information providing apparatus (see paragraph 
117). 

Claim 1 5, Abecassis teaches: 

Wherein the presentation permission request information includes the 
identification information, the information providing apparatus further comprises a 
related information update deciding device which decides whether or not the related 
information corresponding to the identification information is updated if it is decided that 
presentation should be permitted, the related information acquiring device acquires 
updated related information if the related information is updated, 
the presentation permission information transmitting device transmits the updated 
related information together with the presentation permission information to the 
information reproducing device via the network, the presentation permission information 
receiving device receives the updated related information together with the 
presentation permission information transmitted from the 
information providing apparatus via the network (see paragraph 243), and 
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the user presenting device presents the updated related information instead of 
the related information stored in the memory to the user when the program information 
is reproduced (see paragraph 243). 

Claim 1 6, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the information reproducing apparatus further comprises a related 
information updating device which updates related information stored in the memory to 
the updated related information (see paragraph 264). 

Claim 1 7, Abecassis teaches: 

Wherein the presentation permission deciding device decides again 
whether or not presentation of the related information should be permitted after it is 
decided that presentation of the related information should be permitted, 
the presentation permission information transmitting device transmits cancellation 
information indicating that permission for presentation is cancelled to the information 
reproducing apparatus via the network if the decision does not 
permit presentation, the presentation permission information receiving device receives 
the cancellation information via the network when the 
cancellation information is transmitted from the information providing apparatus, and 
the user presenting device stops presentation of the related information indicated by the 
cancellation information (see paragraph 243). 

Claim 1 8, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the information providing apparatus further comprises an erasure 
information transmitting device which transmits erasure information indicating an 
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instruction to erase the related information to the information reproducing apparatus via 
the network if the presentation permission deciding device decides that presentation 
should not be permitted (see paragraph 243), and 

the information reproducing apparatus comprises: 

an erasure information receiving device which receives the erasure information 
via the network when the erasure information is transmitted from the information 
providing apparatus (see paragraph 243), and 

a related information erasing device which erases related 
information to be erased from the memory, the related information being indicated by 
the erasure information (see paragraph 243). 

Claim 1 9, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the presentation permission deciding device decides that 
presentation of the accompanied information should be permitted 
on condition that advertisement information of the related information is presented, 
when the presentation permission request information transmitted from the information 
reproducing apparatus requests permission to present only the accompanied 
information of the related information, the presentation permission information 
transmitting device includes the condition for presenting the advertisement information 
into the presentation permission information and transmits the presentation permission 
information to the information reproducing apparatus via the network, and 
the user presenting device presents advertisement information corresponding to the 
presenting condition to the user together with the accompanied information 
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corresponding to permission for presentation indicated by the presentation permission 
information when the program information is reproduced (see paragraph 243). 
Claim 20, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the information providing apparatus further comprises 
a related information update deciding device which decides whether or not related 
information corresponding to the identification information is updated when the 
identification information is received, the related information acquiring device acquires 
the updated related information if the related information is updated 
the related information transmitting device transmits the updated related information to 
the information reproducing apparatus via the network (see paragraph 242), 

the information reproducing apparatus comprises a memory for storing related 
information composed of at least any one of accompanied information related the 
program information and advertisement information related the program information or 
the accompanied information (see paragraph 309), 

the related information receiving device receives the updated related information 
when the updated related information corresponding to the identification information is 
transmitted from the information providing apparatus, and 
the user presenting device presents the updated related information to the user when 
the program information is reproduced (see paragraph 245). 

Claim 21 , Abecassis teaches: 

wherein if the updated related information is not received in a predetermined 
time, the user presenting device reads the related information corresponding to the 
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identification information from the memory and presents the related information to the 
user when the program information is reproduced (see paragraph 309). 
Claim 22, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the memory stores presentation permission confirming 
period information or presentation permission confirming due date information about the 
related information, the information reproducing apparatus further comprises a 
transmission deciding device which decides whether or not the identification information 
should be transmitted to the information providing apparatus based on the presentation 
permission confirming period information or presentation permission confirming due 
date information, and the identification information transmitting device transmits the 
identification information to the information providing apparatus via the network if it is 
decided that the identification information should be transmitted to the information 
providing apparatus (see paragraph 243). 

Claim 23, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein the presentation permission confirming period information or 
presentation permission confirming due date information is attached to the related 
information and is transmitted from the information providing apparatus (see paragraph 
309). 

Claim 24, Abecassis teaches: 
wherein the information reproducing apparatus further comprises 
a related information updating device which updates the related information stored in 
the memory to the updated related information (see paragraph 261). 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,609 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3688 

Claim 25, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein a part of the related information has been stored beforehand in the 
memory (see paragraph 261). 

Claim 26, Abecassis teaches: 

wherein a part of the related information is provided by a detachable recording 
medium (see paragraph 22). 

Claim 27, Abecassis teaches: 

An information reproducing apparatus which can have access to an information 
providing apparatus for providing information via a network and has an information 
reproducing device for reproducing program information recorded on a recording 
medium, comprising: 

an identification information acquiring device which acquires identification 
information corresponding to the program information recorded on the recording 
medium, an identification information transmitting device which 
transmits the acquired identification information to the information providing apparatus 
via the network when the program information recorded on the recording medium is 
reproduced, a related information receiving device which receives related information 
composed of at least any one of accompanied information related the program 
information and advertisement information related the program information or the 
accompanied information via the network, the related information being transmitted from 
the information providing apparatus according to the identification information, and 
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a user presenting device which presents the related information to a user when the 
program information is reproduced (see paragraphs 243-245). 
Claim 28, Abecassis teaches: 

An information providing apparatus for providing information via a network when 
being accessed via the network from an information reproducing apparatus having an 
information reproducing device which reproduces program information recorded on a 
recording medium, comprising: 

an identification information receiving device which receives the identification 
information transmitted from the information reproducing apparatus via the network, 
a related information acquiring device which acquires related information composed of 
at least any one of accompanied information related the program information and 
advertisement information related the program information or the accompanied 
information based on the identification information (see paragraph 245), and 

a related information transmitting device which transmits the related information 
to the information reproducing apparatus via the network (see paragraph 245). 

Claim 29, Abecassis teaches: 

An information recorded medium wherein a program for computer which can 
have access to an information providing apparatus for providing information via a 
network and has an information reproducing device for reproducing program information 
recorded on a recording medium, is recorded so as to be read by the computer, the 
program makes the computer function as: 
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transmitting the acquired identification information to the information providing 
apparatus via the network when the program information recorded on the recording 
medium is reproduced (see paragraph 245), 

receiving related information composed of at least any one of accompanied 
information related the program information and advertisement information related the 
program information or the accompanied information via the network, the related 
information being transmitted from the information providing apparatus according to the 
identification information (see paragraph 35), and 

presenting the related information to a user when the 
program information is reproduced (See paragraph 35). 

Claim 30, Abecassis teaches: 

An information recorded medium wherein a program for computer for providing 
information via a network when being accessed via the network from an information 
reproducing apparatus having an information reproducing device which reproduces 
program information recorded on a recording medium, is recorded so as to be read by 
the computer, the program makes the computer function as: 

receiving the identification information transmitted from the information 
reproducing apparatus via the network (see paragraph 245), 

acquiring related information composed of at least any one of accompanied 
information related the program information and advertisement information related the 
program information or the accompanied information based on the identification 
information (see paragraph 35), and 
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transmitting the related information to the information reproducing apparatus via 
the network (see paragraph 35). 

Claim 31 , Abecassis teaches: 
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An information providing method in an information providing system comprising 
an information providing apparatus for providing information via a network, and an 
information reproducing apparatus which can have access to the information providing 
apparatus via the network and has an information 

reproducing device for reproducing program information recorded on a recording 
medium, comprising the processes of: 

acquiring identification information corresponding to the program information 
recorded on the recording medium in the information reproducing apparatus, 
transmitting the acquired identification information to the information providing 
apparatus via the network when the program information recorded on the recording 
medium is reproduced (see paragraph 245), 

receiving related information composed of at least any 
one of accompanied information related the program information 
and advertisement information related the program information 
or the accompanied information via the network, the related 
information being transmitted from the information providing 
apparatus according to the identification information (see paragraph 245), and 

presenting the related information to a user when the 
program information is reproduced in the information reproducing 
apparatus (see paragraph 303), 
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receiving the identification information transmitted 

from the information reproducing apparatus via the network in 
the information providing apparatus (see paragraph 245), 

acquiring the related information composed of at least 
any one of the accompanied information and the advertisement 
information based on the identification information (see paragraph 35), and 

transmitting the related information to the information 
reproducing apparatus via the network (see paragraph 35). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 

6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The official Fax 

number is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/DANIEL LASTRA/ 
Art Unit 3688 
June 14, 2008 



